To: United States Army Corps of Engineers

RE: The Nature-like Fishway bypass channel at Daguerre Point Dam

As a member of the San Jose Flycasters Fly Fishing Club, an affiliated club of the Northern California Council of Fly Fishers International, I would like to comment on the proposed Nature-like Fishway (NLF) bypass channel at Daguerre Point Dam This project poses a threat to the lower Yuba River's wild trout and steelhead population, resulting from  the uncontrolled upstream migration of aggressive, non-native predatory fish

The proposed design of this channel is unacceptable, and we urge it to be rejected in its current form.  

The core threats to the resident Oncorhynchus mykiss (rainbow trout/steelhead) fishery include: 
1. Influx of Non-Native Predators (Striped Bass & Shad)
· Loss of the Dam's Selective Barrier: The current Daguerre Point Dam has outdated fish ladders that salmon and steelhead can successfully jump, but non-native striped bass and American shad cannot. The dam currently isolates these voracious predators to the lower stretch of the river
· Invasion of the Upstream Sanctuary: The NLF is engineered as a low-gradient, naturalized channel designed to allow bottom-dwelling, non-jumping fish like the threatened green sturgeon to pass. Because it is passable for all fish, it will give striped bass and American shad free rein to move into the 10-mile upper sanctuary for the first time since 1910.
2. Heavy Predation on Trout Eggs and Juveniles
· Juvenile Decimation: Striped bass are highly efficient apex predators. Allowing them access to the upstream gravel beds means they will heavily prey upon juvenile trout, steelhead smolts, and salmon fry in their primary rearing habitat. 
· Egg Consumption: Large schools of migrating American shad are notorious for sweeping over spawning beds (redds) and eating exposed or dislodged trout and salmon eggs.
3. Compromising a Key Genetic Reservoir
· Threat to Wild Steelhead Genepool: The 10-mile stretch of cold water between Daguerre Point Dam and Englebright Dam is one of the last remaining Heritage and Wild Trout sanctuaries in California's Central Valley. It functions as a critical genetic reservoir for wild, self-sustaining Central Valley steelhead. Intense predatory pressure from an influx of striped bass could severely collapse these fragile population numbers
4. Flaws in the Current Proposal
· Lack of Predation Management: State and federal wildlife agencies argue the project will restore natural ecological balance and expand habitat. However, critics point out that the current draft plans completely lack a mitigation or suppression framework to control or physically prevent striped bass from utilizing the bypass channel.




What we advocate:
Because state and federal wildlife officials argue the Nature-like Fishway (NLF) cannot have permanent blockage structures if it is to allow bottom-dwelling sturgeon to pass, we support compromise modifications to protect the wild trout sanctuary. These may include physical barriers such as species selective sorting traps or guidance barriers.  We also support a written predation management plan to be integrated directly into the construction approvals. If predatory fish do make it past the dam via the channel, the plan would trigger active removal efforts, such as agency-led electrofishing or targeted netting to suppress striped bass numbers in the trout sanctuary. 

Please consider the adverse ramifications of the current design that would impact an important and endangered fish population before granting approval.

Respectfully,
[Name]
Member, San Jose Flycasters	


