CUSTOMS INFORMATION (UNOFFICIAL)


	 Documentation needed for yourself and your crew:  
As of 2009 every person onboard (adults and children) needs a passport to travel by air, land or sea between the USA and Canada. There are currently a few other acceptable forms of documentation for travel by sea which include a Washington Enhanced Driver’s License, NEXUS card holders & Passport Cards.  For Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative accepted documentation click on this link:                                     
Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative | U.S. Customs and Border Protection (cbp.gov)





 RESTRICTIONS FOR TRAVEL TO CANADA 
1. If you are a U.S. citizen who is chartering a boat with the intent of cruising to Canada during your charter, please be sure to educate yourself before journey begins.
2. Anyone with a criminal record (including a drunk driving conviction) may be excluded from Canada. A waiver of exclusion may be issued but it takes time, and a processing fee must be paid. For more information on this process click on this link: Overcome criminal convictions - Canada.ca 



Procedures:

You must clear customs before anchoring, landing a dinghy/kayak, or touching a dock (other than the customs dock), a mooring buoy or another boat. Your crew may help you secure the boat at a customs dock but will need to get back onboard while you (the skipper) clear customs. (No dog walking prior to clearing Customs.) 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Documentation: Everyone aboard, including children, will need a passport to clear customs. In some cases, other documentation may be acceptable. For options that may apply to you click this link:  
Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative | U.S. Customs and Border Protection (cbp.gov)  

DTOPS/USER FEE DECAL
All U.S. vessels 30 feet or greater in length much purchase the annual User Fee Decal (aka DTOPS) in advance of travel via the website provided below.
DTOPS/User Fee for U.S. vessels 30’ or greater:  https://dtops.cbp.dhs.gov 
DTOPS Help Desk:  (317) 298-1245, Mon-Fri 8:00am to 4:00pm (EST)

CDC ~ ALL DOGS 6 MONTHS OR OLDER MUST HAVE A COMPLETED ‘CDC DOG IMPORT FORM’ 
CDC LINK:  https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/rabies-free-low-risk-countries.html
Once in the CDC website – search:  Dog Importation
This process is free.
Print the completed process.







I. CLEARING INTO CANADA 
https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/travel-voyage/pb-pp-eng.html?utm_campaign=cbsa-asfc-trvltps-24-25&utm_source=news&utm_medium=mdpr&utm_content=recreation-en

• The US/Canada border is currently open. Effective 10/1/22 Canada will no longer require that visitors be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 and will suspend the requirement for travelers to use the ArriveCan App. 
• Normally you will clear customs at Bedwell Harbor (May-September), Sidney, Victoria, Nanaimo, White Rock, or Vancouver. 
• Common things to avoid: *apples, blueberries, quince, peaches, nectarines, plums, cherries (or bring them the cores/pits in a plastic bag), potatoes, corn on the cob, firewood. 
• Limited items: (per adult) No more than 1.5 liter of wine, or 1.14-liter spirits, or 24 cans of beer per adult. No more than 200 cigarettes, 50 cigars, or 2 kilograms of tobacco. (For further information call 250-363-3618).
• Upon arrival at the customs dock your crew may help you secure the boat but then must immediately re-board the boat. Only the skipper may leave the boat until after you have cleared customs – All other passengers must remain onboard until cleared. 
• If chartering - using the customs worksheet provided in your arrival packet, record the names, citizenship, birth date, and passport # of all passengers. This worksheet also contains some important vessel numbers you will need for clearance. Leave the ship's papers onboard. 
If you are traveling with a child unaccompanied by one or both of parents, you will need written permission from a parent or legal guardian. 
• Log the Canadian clearance number onto the customs worksheet in your Guest Notebook. You will use this number for reporting to U.S. customs, if asked. 


[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]II. CLEARING BACK INTO THE USA 
• U.S. Customs & Border Protection uses the CBP ROAM App to clear customs. CBP ROAM is a free mobile App that allows pleasure boaters to report their U.S. entry to CBP via their personal smart device. 
• In circumstances where you are unable to clear via the CBP ROAM App, you may clear in person at Friday Harbor, Point Roberts, or Anacortes. However, in this case you MUST clear during business hours (8am - 8pm, mid-May to mid-September 7 days a week. The rest of the year 8am – 5pm, 7 days a week (360-378-2080), arriving at least 30 minutes before closing. Also, be aware that typically you will still be asked to clear via the CBP ROAM APP while tied on the customs dock. 
• Cannot bring from Canada into the U.S.: Tomatoes and peppers, allium vegetables, citrus, out of season fruits or fruits and vegetables of unclear origin, uncooked eggs or chicken. Call 360-332-8511 for current information on restrictions. 
• Duty Free per adult: 
 In Canada less than 48 hours: US$200 value. (Family members may not combine exemptions.) 
 In Canada more than 48 hours: US$800 value, including (if at least 21 years old) 1 liter alcohol, 200 cigarettes and 100 cigars. (Family members may combine their exemptions.) 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Clearing procedure using CBP ROAM App on your phone/tablet: 
1. At least 24 hours before you plan to clear customs download the “CBP ROAM” App from the Apple Store or Google Play Store. 
2. At least 24 hours before you plan to clear customs use CBP ROAM app to create login profile, sign into app, the first thing you will see is ‘Report Arrival’ option ….. DO NOT click on this but look to bottom of screen to see icons starting with (create) ‘Mode of Travel’ and ‘Travelers’. These icons are used to create and edit information.
After adding all vessel and traveler profiles – close the app.  
3. As soon as you cross the border line into U.S. waters (and not before), open the app and initiate a ‘Report Arrival’.  1) Make sure your vessel is checked.  2) once you see all travelers’ names ~ check the master of the vessel first then check rest of travelers.
A CBP officer will initiate a video chat and will send a notification for you to accept the video chat. Be prepared to divert to Friday Harbor, Anacortes, Port Angeles or Point Roberts if instructed. Otherwise, once cleared, continue to your intended U.S. destination. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]4.  Foreign Flag vessels (includes all Canadian vessels regardless of length or engine size) must request a Cruising License on its first entry into U.S. – Once the Cruising License number is assigned this number stays with the vessel until its expiration at the end of the season. 


Important note about marijuana: 
The cruising grounds in Washington State are under federal control (CBP and the U.S. Coast Guard are the enforcing agencies), which does not recognize marijuana as legal. If the Coast Guard finds any drugs, including marijuana, on a boat they can seize the boat. In addition, while recreational marijuana is legal in both Canada and Washington State (when not on Coast Guard dominion waters) neither country is allowing transportation over the border. If the vessel is seized because of drug violations (including, but not limited to possession of “medical marijuana”), the captain or charter guest acknowledges full responsibility.




Helpful numbers
CANADIAN CUSTOMS OFFICES (also known as Canada Border Services Agency - CBSA)
• Bedwell Harbor (S. Pender Island) – Unknown if open in 2022. In normal years open seasonally: 9am - 8 pm May through August and 9am - 5pm in September. 250-629-3363 or toll free at 1-888-226-7277. 
• Victoria and Sydney - 24 hours, year-round. 1-888-226-7277 or 250-363-3339 (Victoria) 250-363-6644 (Sidney) 
• White Rock - 24 hrs, 604-531-7581 or 1-888-226-7277. 
• Nanaimo - 24 hrs, 250-754-0341 or 1-888-226-7277. 


UNITED STATES CUSTOMS OFFICES (also known as U.S. Customs and Border Protection – CBP)
• Friday Harbor – (360) 378-2080 (customs dock normally manned, call 800-562-5943 after hours) 
• Point Roberts - (360) 945-2314 (customs dock normally manned, call 800-562-5943 after hours) 
• Port Angeles - (360) 457-4311 (Call for appointment. Clearance available until 6:30 pm year-round and until 9 pm during the summer.) 


